
Opioid Overdose 
Prevention for Law 
Enforcement and 
First Responders
Sponsored by the NC Office of EMS



Overview

ÅThe goal of this presentation is to help inform the public safety community 
of North Carolina on how to recognize and treat suspected opioid 
overdoses.



Learning Objectives

ÅBackground on naloxone programs in public safety

ÅUnderstand the Good Samaritan Law

Å Identify characteristics of an opioid overdose

ÅLearn how to assist in treatment of suspected opioid overdose



Background

Å Prescription opioid pain 

medications account for 

the majority of overdose 

deaths.

Å Most of these deaths 

were unintentional. Only 

17% of these deaths 

were suicide attempts 

(2010).

Å NC has a higher mortality 

rate for overdose than 

the US national average
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What is Naloxone?

ÅNaloxone is a non-addictive prescription medication that helps to block the 
effects of opiates on the body

Å It has been used by EMS routinely for over 40 years

ÅThere are no effects if an opiate has not been used

ÅWorks quickly (1-3 minutes)



Why Do LEOõs and Responders Carry 
Naloxone?

ÅLEOõs and FDõs are typically the first to arrive on scene

ÅOften a feeling of helplessness while waiting for EMS arrival

ÅHelp improve interactions with the public

ÅAssist in preventing opioid overdose deaths 

ÅDecrease incidents of PTSD among public safety



SB20 911 Good Samaritan/Naloxone 
Access Law

ÅThe purpose of the law is to prevent the fear of prosecution from preventing 
someone calling 911 for the victim

ÅWitnesses to overdoses cannot be prosecuted for possession of small 
amounts of drugs, paraphernalia, or underage drinking

ÅCivil liabilities for doctors who prescribe Naloxone have been removed so 
that families, friends, and public safety can carry and administer this 
antidote

ÅLiability for those who administer Naloxone has also been removed

ÅEffective April 9, 2013



Common Opiates

ÅHeroin

ÅCodeine

ÅDemerol

ÅMorphine

ÅDarvocet

ÅFentanyl

ÅDilaudid

ÅMethadone

ÅOpium

ÅHydrocodone

ÅOxycodone

ÅVicodin

ÅOxyContin

ÅTylenol 3

ÅTylox

ÅLevorphanol

ÅPercocet

ÅPercodan



Signs of Overdose

ÅBlue or pale skin

ÅLimp body

ÅSlow/Absent pulse

ÅVomiting

ÅVery slow, irregular, or absent 
breathing

ÅChoking, gurgling, or snoring 
sounds

ÅLoss of consciousness



What Happens in an Overdose?



How Naloxone Works



When to use Naloxone

SUSPECTED OVERDOSE

UNRESPONSIVE TO STERNAL RUB

BREATHING STATUS

NORMAL OR FAST SLOW (<10/MIN) NONE/GASPING

NALOXONE/RESCUE 

BREATHING/CPR
NALOXONEMONITOR PATIENT



Common Routes of Administration

ÅAuto-Injector (EVZIO)

Å Intranasal (IN)



Auto-Injector Packaging


